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Welcome Letter

Welcome to the Faith in Harm Reduction Newsletter!

We are thrilled to be in conversation and building spiritual community and power with you!

We are looking forward to connectmg you with the Faith in Harm Reduction network and our shared work to promote.
ﬂourlshlng justice, and communlty bU|Id|ng with people who use drugs.

In each issue, we will highlight work that Faith in Harm Reduction members are leading in their communities and
congregations, spotlight individual spiritual leaders, share spiritual, educational and other community building resources, as

well as connect you with ypcoming events and opportunities to take action on critical harm reduction issues.

And so we are launching this newsletter with one such,actioh opportunity!

Faith in Harm Reduction has partnered with CIergy for a New Drug Policy to launch a faith-leaders sign on letter to support
the opening of Overdose Prevention Centers (OPCs) sometimes called supervised consumption sites or safer injection
facilities.

120 OPCs operate in countries across the globe. They are an evidenced based harm-reduction strategy that saves lives,
improves health, and promotes connection and access to care. OPCs provide people who use drugs with a safe and
supervised environment to use in and provide critical services like overdose response, drug testing, access to sterile harm
reduction supplies, as well as connection to social_services and supports. | |

No one has ever died from an overdose in an OPC They’ve been studied intensively and shown not to increase drug use or
crime in the communities where they operate.

Tragically, they are still considered illegal under federal law. New York City opened the United State’s first sanctioned OPCs
last November, in a direct challenge to these unjust restrictions.

Since opening, the two OPCs in NYC have saved over 250 beloved lives from a.fatal overdose!

At the beginning of May, Attorney General Merrick Garland will. make a determination as to whether or not the federal
governrhent will move to close these centers or aII_ow them to operate.

Will you make sure that AG Garland hears from faith leaders who support this important work?

Add your name and voice today.

In faith,
Rev. Erica M. Poellot

Spiritual Leader Spotlight

F

About us!

Faith in Harm Reduction is a national collective of faith and community leaders who mobilize spirit, comrhunity, and powerin
partnership with people who use drugs, and has organizational roots at National Harm Reduction Coalitioh and Judson
Memorial Church-United Church of Christ. Faith in Harm Reduction is the only national collective dedicated to building '
capacity and mobiiizing cqmmunity at the intersection of harm reduction and faith-based organizing.

Born from conversations with communities of faith, harm reduction organizations, and unions of people who use drugs
throughout the United States, Faith in Harm Reduction fills a unique role as connector, community mobilizer, and capacity
builder, fostering innovative—and previously untapped—cross -sector coIIaboratlons to éxpand and strengthen harm
reduction in principle, practice, and policy.

Faith in Harm Reduction fosters opportunities for the co- creatlon of spiritual community and relationship building in
partnershlp with people who use drugs and other harm. reductlon communlty leaders. Through the hosting of events and a
growing national network of Faith in Harm.Reduction leaders who pravide peer to peer support, information sharlng and -
spiritual care for the harm reduction movement, Faith in Harm Reduction strengthens spiritualn resources for harm reduction
and intersectional healing and justice movements.

Faith in -

e Check out our Spirit of Harm Reduction Toolkit hitps://harmreduction.org/issues/harm-reduction-basi¢s/spirit-of-harm-
reduction-a-toolkit-for—communities—of—faith-facing-overdos‘e/

e Sign on to the Overdose Prevention Center Faith Leader Sign On Letter

‘ Mps://docs.g@gle.cem/forms/d/eﬂFAIpQLSCS—' )
509hEAa\/IGe3V_YbXSqTKPUVstm8kJ49yBDtOKFEN5U Fg/viewfo‘rm?usp=sf_link

-« Learn more about Safe Conédmption Spaces in this one pager htips://docs.google.com/document/d/17nrZEM9zBz-
BI9v6wPV6EMIKN-4bZemnQsmIN7wAC Ck4/edit : '

* Watch our workshop at Ecumenical Advocacy Days Mobilizing Faith in Harm Reduction to End Overdose and the War
on People Who Use Drugs. Ecumenical Advocacy Days is a yearly gathering of faith-based Christian organizers,
activists and advocates to inspire thoughtful reflection on the current issues of our day and build capacnty for taking
action for social change toward justice. Get more info and watch the recording:
https://www.accelevents. com/e/u/eheckout/eadvirtual2022/tickets/order

* Register for the National Harm Reduction Conference https://conference harmreduction.org/registration/

« Join us this Thursday! Rev. Traci Blackmon, Rev. Erica Poellot and Harm Reduction and Overdose Prevention
Ministries for a service of celebration of justice-seeking harm reduction love. People who use drugs are beloved by
God, called into ministry, and are resurrecting hope and new life with communities impac_ted by substance use and
overdose. Register here https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/4716463443325/WN_KW6kOQgwSM2vb2cfGWLRGg

 Join Leadership Collective Member Olive Branch Ministry end North Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein for a
conversation called “A Faith-Based harm Reduction Approach to the Opioid Crisis.” Representatives of Olive Branch
Ministry will discuss how they are using evidenced-based harm reduction strategies to address the opioid epidemic,
save lives, and make a difference in the communities they serve in Allegheny, Ashe, Burke, Catawba, Cleveland,
Gaston, Lincoln, McDowell, and Watauga Counties. We look forward to seeing you there!
https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register//WN_BPnQ09mQTOmxJeMrEZ0XQg
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Partner HIGHIGHE

In each issue we will feature a partner organization and share their transformative work. If you know an organization we
should highlight please reach out to us at elizabeth@ncchurches.org

More about us|]

Faith in Harm Reduction is co-creating a justice movement which connects people who use drugs, people who do sex work,
and communities of faith through'the development of harm reduction centered spiritual resources, ritual support, and spiritual
‘care.

Faith in Harm Reduction has established itself as a national thought leader in ecumenical and interfaith circlés on the subject
of harm reduction and liberation with people who use drugs. We have succeeded in elevating our intersectional issue areas
into public dialogue, media, and convenings across sectors at the federal, regional, and local levels, as well as inclusion of
Faith in Harm Reduction panels/presentations at the major drug policy and harm reduction conferences and summits.

In the NEWE

* Dispatches from the Overdose Crisis: A deep, angry lament-
https://www.colu mbusalive.com/story/entertainment/human-interest/2022/03/10/dispatches-overdose-crisis-deep-angry-
lament-chillicothe/9450183002/ .

 Churches, health care align to offer trusted space for addiction treatment -
https://www.ctinsider.com/hartford/article/Churches-health-care-align-to-offei-trusted-17035702.php?
foclid=IwAR3aayo0611cBxH uv9ndyk5ﬁIY6dIYUDhezIOtF72qMJBngkPJZBQAmuU

* This is not an opioid crisis. It's an overdose crisis': Gaston County sees high number of opiate overdoses -
https://www.gastongazette.com/restricted/? _
return=https %3A%2F %2Fwww.gastongazette.com%2F story%2Fnews%2F2022%2F 04 %2F 06 %2F gaston-county-nc-
seeing-high-numbers-opiate-overdoses%2F6908937001%2F

Wisdom Saying of the Month

You are not alone.

You are loved
for simply being.

You are free

+ Share a prayer/spell/poem or spiritual practice with us.'Let us know if we have permission
to share your prayer submissiononour websiteor newsletter.
https:/faithinharmreduction.org/prayer-submission

Want to tell us more, contact us here at Elizabeth@ncchurches. org orat
https.//falthlnharmreductlon.org/ '
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